














Chlamydia pneumoniae is an intracellular bacterial parasite of eukaryotic cells. The organism has a unique biphasic 
development cycle with distinct morphological and functional forms. This development growth cycle alternates between 
intracellular life forms of which two are currently recognized; 1) an intracellular life form which can exist as a metabolically-
active, replicating organism known as the reticulate body (RB) or as a persistent, nonreplicating organism known as the 
cryptic body (CB), and 2) an extracellular life form that is an infectious, metabolically-inactive form known as the elementary 
body (EB). 










































